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. claims: 1-23,25 (all partially) 








A composition associating a human TGF-betal anti sense 








oligonucleotide (SEQ IDs 1-21) with an antineoplastic 








chemotherapeuti c agent, and its uses in the treatment 


of 






neoplasms 
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. claims : 1-23,25 (al 1 parti al ly) 








As for subject 1 . , but concerning human TGF-beta2 anti 


sense 






ol i gonucleotides (SEQ IDs 22-48) . 
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claims : 1-23,25 (al 1 partial ly) 








As for subject l. t but concerning human TGF-beta3 anti 


sense 






oligonucleotides (SEQ IDs 49-78) . 
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claims : 4-13,15-17,19-23,25 (all parti ally) 








As for subject 1., but concerning human PGE antisense 








oligonucleotides (SEQ IDs 79-89) . 
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claims : 4-13,15-17,19-23,25 (al 1 partial ly) 








As for subject 1., but concerning human VEGF antisense 








oligonucleotides (SEQ IDs 90-126) . 
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claims : 4-13,15-17,19-23,25 (all parti ally) 








As for subject 1., but concerning human IL-IO antisense 






oligonucleotides (SEQ IDs 127-146) . 
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. Claims: 26-29 








Peptide fragments of TGF-betal f -beta2 and/or -beta3 , 








compositions comprising them and their use in the treatment 






of neoplasms. 
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Claims Nos . : 

l . - The dependency of present claim 4 to claim 1 is not correct as far 
as concerning SEQ IDs 79-146. Indeed, claim 1 concerns TGF-beta 
antagonists, whereas said SEQ IDs are anti senses against other target 
genes (according to pages 31 to 34 of underlying application) . For the 
purpose of the search, claim 4 has therefore be considered as 
independent . 

2. - Present claims 1-3,7-23,25 relate to compositions associating (at 
least) two compounds defined solely by reference to a desirable 
characteristic or property, namely their ability to antagonise TGF-beta, 
stimulate the function of the immune system or immune cells, or to 
inhibit cell proliferation and/or induce cell death. The claims cover 
all associations of all compouds having these characteristics or 
properties, whereas the application provides support within the meaning 
of Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 83 EPC 
for only a very limited number of such combinations. In the present 
case, the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks 
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
is impossible. Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack 
clarity (Article 84 EPC) . An attempt is made to define the compounds by 
reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the 
present case is such a s to render a meaningful search over the whole of 
the claimed scope impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried 
out for those parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported 
and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the compositions 
associating TGF-betal antisense oligonucleotides (SEQ IDs 1-21 in claim 
4) with chemotherapeuti c agents. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
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out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VT, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome . 
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